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The Relationship between Hoklo and Hakka
in Malaysia: A Study of Tombstones in
Gertak Sanggul and Tanjong Asam Chinese
Cemeteries in Penang
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Assistant Professor, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman

This paper examines the history of Penang by utilizing epigraphical
materials in Chinese cemeteries in Tanjong Asam. The Chinese cemeteries in
Gertak Sanggul and Tanjong Asam were comprehensively investigated during
April 2015. In addition to tombstones, British official records, newspapers,
Qiaopi (letters from China), ancestral tables, and oral histories were studied
to reveal the history of Hoklo and Hakka people in Gertak Sanggul. The paper
uncovers the history of Hoklo and Hakka in Gertak Sanggul and analyzes the
rivalry between people who came from the same area of China. The research
found that clan was the most important alliance. This alliance extended to
people with the same surname and who came from the same area. Interesting-
ly, different dialects did not create hostility. This study endeavors to examine
the history of overseas Chinese and the interaction of ethnic subgroups in ru-

ral areas where the elite leadership and huiguan are absent.
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